Class Applications:

CLASS COORD (2):
Name: Edward Hsu

Current Year and Major(s): Junior / Intended Economics / Global Poverty Minor / Possible 2nd Major (Social Welfare)

Position Applying For: Class Coordinator

Are you applying for more then 1 position?  If so what is your first preference? 

Yes, class coordinator is my first preference. Haircutting is my 2nd. 
Do you have any conflicts with PC meetings on Wednesdays from 7:00-8:00 PM?

No
What do you think the position entails? Don't reiterate the job description.

Extra dedication and time commitment to the class. Requires leadership and willingness to lead the class. I think this semester with the small group I’ve shown that I am willing to work hard and further our teaching process.

How much time do you think is required for your position? How much time do you plan to put into your position?

Every day of the week if necessary. I understand it takes lots of time and preparation before Wednesday class and Thursday class. I will also dedicate my time Mondays and Tuesdays to volunteer to demonstrate to students and to show them a familiar face at clinic. I would probably spend around 20 hours a week with this position if not more. I will also be here for the next 3 semesters before I do any studying abroad or anything so there should be no problem.

What experience do you bring to the position? What makes you qualified for this position? 

I’ve been a student in the class, volunteered last spring and most of the summer, currently a UGSI. I’ve talked to clients at general clinic as well as youth clinic. Not everyone can say they consistently volunteer at two clinics. I think those experiences themselves can help me make more detailed explanations and course plans to help volunteers be better at caseworking at different clinics. This is because each clinic has a different environment and the class recently has been so general clinic focused that I don’t think we’re improving our services or caseworking at women’s or youth.
What ideas do you bring to your position and to the Suitcase Clinic as a whole?

I hope to expand our class to be more inclusive of all 3 clinics. Like when we teach boundaries in class there should be different approaches taught to engage different age groups. I think the reader can be a bit more specific on the material and that is something I hope I can go over and workout with the other class coordinators. I do like how small and convenient it is. I would also do extensive researching to have more articles each week to on each topic.

From my UGSIing experiencing with the class this semester, student feedback has shown that they feel unprepared sometimes because no matter how we teach the students experience is always better. So I was hoping we can somehow extend the class by about 30 minutes and have each class be structure something like this:

1) Announcements

2) Small Group Time

3) Topic covered either by class coordinators & ugsi’s or have a speaker come in

4) Some activity that incorporates whatever topic the students just learned that makes the material more practical and more like an experience.

Also, I think the class should be a little bit bigger at most 40 students because most of the small groups now are needed, but I think there can be 1 more small group added. More like an outreach group, which many of the UGSI position interested students this semester suggested. This way we can reach more people who need help as well as adding 1 or 2 more students to small groups like housing, wellness, or supply since these groups require more students to do research and to carry out tasks and projects.

These are just some of the ideas I have for now until I brainstorm some more (
What makes you interested in the position?

I really want to incorporate the above ideas and make the class better and hopefully that transfers to clinic. For our clients I hope that can make their stay at suitcase more enjoyable, more efficient, and somewhere where they can come back.

 I also enjoy the environment of suitcase and it makes me feel that everyone is like a family trying to do something for the community. Something I would not give up in my college experience. 

Is there anything else that was not included in the application that you would like us to know about?

Go suitcase!

Name: Sona Makker

Phone number: 209-609-4797

E-mail address: sona.makker@gmail.com

Current Year and Major(s): Sophomore / Public Health/Sociology / Global Poverty Minor

Position Applying For: Class Coordinator

Are you applying for more then 1 position?  If so what is your first preference? 

Nope, just this one ( but I am currently a Volunteer Coordinator at GC
Do you have any conflicts with PC meetings on Wednesdays from 7:00-8:00 PM?

Nope (
What do you think the position entails? Don't reiterate the job description.

The class is where the whole suitcase experience begins. It is crucial that the class cords are able to send out the message to the class about what suitcase is all about. This not only takes diligent planning and preparation, but also enthusiasm and leadership skills to be able run a class and execute activities and lessons effectively. I think the position entails a lot of patience because what we plan for each class can turn out to be different in practice if we are unable to motivate the students and if they are not receptive. Thus this position also requires a willingness to adapt and change according to the situation presented. Though the class has been running smoothly semester after semester, that doesn’t mean that we can always stick to a specific routine or system without looking for where changes may be needed. 

How much time do you think is required for your position? How much time do you plan to put into your position?

Being the class coord is more than just coming on Thursday and leading the class. There is a whole lot of planning that goes on before the semester even begins as well we throughout each week, preparing for Thursday. I am willing to dedicate my time to this position and the work it requires because I really have always wanted to be class coord from the very beginning of my suitcase experience. I understand that the position may require 15+ hours a week, but the truth of the matter is I enjoy putting in that time because suitcase is such an incredible environment for me personally and I would not want to cut short on something like this that makes me so happy.
What experience do you bring to the position? What makes you qualified for this position? 

I took the class two semesters ago and it was by far my best suitcase experience. I volunteered at General Clinic consistently and I am now a VC at general Clinic and so I have a lot of experience in working at clinic and have come to know our clients very well. However, I don’t know the volunteers very well which is very important when trying to match up volunteers and coordinators.  I have done a lot of observing on my part on caseworking and how our volunteers interact with the clients. I think that  being class coordinator  at the same time as being VC won’t be overwhelming, but rather be beneficial because I will be able to be better at both jobs because they tie into each other,  
What ideas do you bring to your position and to the Suitcase Clinic as a whole?

I was thinking that maybe sometimes we can take the class out of it classroom setting in order to stimulate students and remind them that this is not just another class that they have to come to weekly, but is an experience. This would take extensive planning, but maybe class could be held at clinic one day where different small groups split up amongst the clinics. Or maybe class can be held in People’s Park. I don’t know exactly where I am going with this yet but I am just trying to throw ideas out there about how sometimes it’s important to shake things up from their normal routine. Also I had the idea of having more guest speakers come to talk to the class who are currently homeless (maybe a client) or someone who used to homeless. I really have had a hard time recently when thinking about the situation that happened with Jesse. It is a shame that we had to ban him, but for me the conflict lies in the fact that I had a friendship with him. In class we talked about caseworking and getting to know clients but we don’t discuss the long-term very much. We talk about how a normal night of caseworking works, but what about extended periods of time when you really get to know somebody? There needs to be more discussion beyond the boundaries talks, that help volunteers and caseworkers deal with situations in which there are personal conflicts because you are friends with a client. These are just ideas that have been brewing in my head. I have more and can work on solidifying these ones as well!

What makes you interested in the position?

Like I said, the class is what triggered my dedication to suitcase clinic as whole and so I too want to be in a position where I have the ability to motivate people and inspire them. I saw the open position and thought “why not”?  I am interested in taking a larger and more active role in the Suitcase Clinic. I feel that this position can serve as a great learning experience in gaining more exposure to clinic, and can act as a springboard in becoming even more involved in clinic in the future. 
Is there anything else that was not included in the application that you would like us to know about?

I am really glad that I took the class last Spring =) because otherwise I wouldn’t be writing this application and none of you would know who I am and I wouldn’t know you either! haha
