Women’s Clinic Applications

Women’s Coord:
Name: Ada Cheng
Current Year and Major(s): Senior, MCB
Position Applying For: Women Clinic Coordinator
Are you applying for more then 1 position?  If so what is your first preference? 
 No, just this one.
Do you have any conflicts with PC meetings on Wednesdays from 7:00-8:00 PM?

I have no conflicts.
What do you think the position entails? Don't reiterate the job description.

Attendance is one major responsibility for the Women’s Clinic Coordinator; it especially important for the coordinator to be present every week. Furthermore, the coordinator should arrive before services start and also make sure all supplies and equipments are stored before the services end. The position also requires someone who thinks quickly on their feet; often times, clients may sign-up more than one service and one service may have a time conflict with the other service. It is the coordinator’s responsibility to organize the most effective schedule to keep the volunteers active and clients content within the allotted time. This requires the coordinator to be constantly aware of the clients, volunteers, and services. Other responsibilities, that take place outside of clinic hours, include purchasing and re-stocking supplies, washing towels, encouraging and contacting volunteers to volunteer at the Women’s Clinic, and helping out with Wellness events or workshops.

How much time do you think is required for your position? How much time do you plan to put into your position?

Since this position requires panning and organizing services, it is important to come before services start. Additionally, the coordinator is responsible for cleaning up and storing all equipment, and they should be the last ones to leave clinic. I will be committed to come early and be the last one to leave every week. Also, I will be attending PC bimonthly meetings. I will also take time to help out Wellness workshops if needed.  

What experience do you bring to the position? What makes you qualified for this position? 

Although I started volunteering at Women’s Clinic last spring semester, I have learned a lot from the Suitcase community. I have learned to get out of my comfort zone and develop relationships with clients and Suitcasers. I enjoy listening to client’s personal stories, and I see this coordinator position as an opportunity for me to continue building and making new relationships. With my organizational skills I can schedule clients effectively to keep volunteers active and clients served. I work well with others as I maintain good communication. I plan to transfer my skills and knowledge of working in communities and applying to help serve, listen, and communicate to underserved individuals while improving the quality of services offered at the Women Clinic.  

What ideas do you bring to your position and to the Suitcase Clinic as a whole?

Suitcase would not be as awesome as it is without its dedicated volunteers. Not only can coordinators check on the clients, but coordinators should also ask how the volunteers are doing. It is important to be aware for both volunteers and clients to be comfortable; volunteers are comfortable serving and clients are comfortable being served. Coordinators can effectively run clinic by checking on the clients and our volunteers from time to time.  

What makes you interested in the position?

The Women’s Clinic Coordinator position is an opportunity for me to become more involved with the Suitcase organization. This learning experience will allow me to continue to develop relationships with the clients and volunteers on a weekly basis and as well as an opportunity to strengthen my leadership and communication skills.    

Is there anything else that was not included in the application that you would like us to know about?
Suitcase is AWESOME!
Name: Summer Dawood

Current Year and Major(s): Sophomore & Psychology/ Education

Position Applying For: Women’s Coordinator

Are you applying for more then 1 position?  If so what is your first preference? 

 Nope

Do you have any conflicts with PC meetings on Wednesdays from 7:00-8:00 PM?

Of course not

What do you think the position entails? Don't reiterate the job description.

I know being a Coordinator takes a lot of work; some of the activities they are in charge of that I have observed includes signing-up clients for services, assigning volunteers to specific services, leading debriefing at the end of the night, making sure everything is set up and cleaned up at the end of the night. In general, the Coords. are in charge of making sure everything is running smoothly throughout the night.  I know there is a lot more that the Women’s Coords. perform, and I am willingly to take on the challenge.

How much time do you think is required for your position? How much time do you plan to put into your position?

I will be at Clinic (maybe 3-4 hours/wk) and PC every other week, not to mention going to the other clinics. I plan to put in as much time and effort to fulfill and exceed the expectations of the position, even if this means frequently meeting outside of Clinic or PC. 

What experience do you bring to the position? What makes you qualified for this position? 

I’ve been in Suitcase for almost a year now and I am a UGSI right now for the Wellness group. My co-UGSI and I have worked very hard to make a new group work within the Suitcase Clinic. Sure, like every new activity or thing, there are going to be flaws, but the group we’ve worked with this year is fantastic and only makes me want to volunteer more.  I feel being a Coord. can only strengthen my contributions to Suitcase as a volunteer and leader to help me become more involved in the organization. I am responsible and I truly do care about helping the homeless population, and I know this position is a gateway to being a service to the community. 

What ideas do you bring to your position and to the Suitcase Clinic as a whole?

I understand that the Women’s Coords. Positions have been a little unstable these last couple semesters, but I assure you that I am committed and dedicated to Suitcase. I hope to especially create a stronger bond between the volunteers and the clients. I’ve noticed that because a lot of the women on the bottom floor leave after a month, most of the volunteers don’t know their names and often find it difficult to locate them or remember who they are. In addition, the volunteers at women in general sometimes don’t even know each other’s names, so hopefully we can create stronger bonds in clinic. There are still current problems with Women’s Clinic, in particular what I talked about above: finding clients for their services; the more time we spend looking for the clients, the less clients receive services. I am hoping that the Coords. can find a solution to this issue.

What makes you interested in the position?

Being at Clinic is such a rewarding experience, every week someone new amazes me. Getting to know the clients and not to mention the other volunteers, I think, is such a wonderful part of being part of Suitcase. As a Coordinator I know this will be the highlight of my experience, but I’ll also tremendously enjoy organizing and making sure everything stays intact with the other Coords.

Is there anything else that was not included in the application that you would like us to know about?

I’ll still be involved even if not chosen. Thanks for reading (
CHILDREN’S COORD (2):

Name: Victoria Ryan
Current Year and Major(s): 4th year, Molecular Environmental Biology
Position Applying For: Children’s Coordinator at Women’s Clinic
Are you applying for more then 1 position?  If so what is your first preference? 

 No.

Do you have any conflicts with PC meetings on Wednesdays from 7:00-8:00 PM?

No.

What do you think the position entails? Don't reiterate the job description.

The Children’s Coordinator is responsible for engaging the children in activities that are both intellectually and creatively stimulating.  At the same time, because the individual children who are present will vary from week to week, he or she should be flexible and able to adapt to the children’s present needs.  Often there can be a disparity in the ages of the children, and it is important to formulate activities that can be inclusive and interactive for all ages and stages of development.  The coordinator also should be prepared to diffuse any conflict that may arise between the children.  But I think that most importantly, being open with the kids and willing to help them explore their imaginations is essential for this position.
How much time do you think is required for your position? How much time do you plan to put into your position?

Outside of interacting with the children during clinic hours, this position involves formulating the next week’s activity and obtaining the necessary supplies.  I believe this position should involve anywhere from 2-4 hours per week outside of clinic, depending on extent of the week’s activity, but I am willing to put in whatever time is needed.

What experience do you bring to the position? What makes you qualified for this position? 

Along with Priya, I have been one of the two acting Children’s Coordinators for the past semester, and have been volunteering consistently at Women’s Clinic for the past three semesters.  In my work with the children I have learned a great deal about what activities will work with different age groups and how to best work with the children so that they don’t become too restless.  I am extremely dedicated to the children and to women’s clinic as a whole, and would like to build upon what I have learned in the coming semester.

What ideas do you bring to your position and to the Suitcase Clinic as a whole?
In the past, the position has tended to focus on arts-and-crafts activities with the kids, but in the past few weeks I have found that integrating art with other types of activities such as puzzles or simply playing hide-and-seek in the playground at the shelter has been really enriching.  I still feel that art is an integral aspect of the children’s activities, but I think that these alternatives can be really effective when the children are different ages or if their attention span is waning.  I would also like to better incorporate story-telling and games, something that I think can work for children of all ages (even our clients and fellow volunteers!).  

I also would really like to devote some time to sort through and organize all of the children’s art supplies and the supplies from general in the crowded cabinet at Women’s Clinic.

What makes you interested in the position?

The kids of course!  Coming up with interesting and educational activities every week has been incredibly fun for me, and I hope equally as fun for the kids.  Working with the many different children that come through the women’s shelter has been truly rewarding and I hope I can continue to help out!

Is there anything else that was not included in the application that you would like us to know about?
Go Suitcase!

Name: Dipankan Bhattacharya


Current Year and Major(s): junior, MCB-GGD

Position Applying For: Children's coordinator (Women's clinic)

Are you applying for more then 1 position?  If so what is your first preference? 

 Yes, Children's coordinator, UGSI

Do you have any conflicts with PC meetings on Wednesdays from 7:00-8:00 PM?

No

What do you think the position entails? Don't reiterate the job description.

The children's coordinator at women's clinic holds a special position because they get to interact with kids. Many of the women need someone to take care of their kids for a little while, as they enjoy our services. However, the children's coordinator does more than just babysit kids. They do activities with the kids like coloring or arts and craft and they also have the power to try and teach the kids something like the alphabets or numbers. They provide enrichment for the kids.

How much time do you think is required for your position? How much time do you plan to put into your position?

This position entails going to women's clinic once a week and attending PC meetings on wednesdays from 7-9. On top of this I will also need to spend some time coming up with some fun activities to do with the kids and to buy some supplies like arts and craft or coloring, etc. So, it requires perhaps an hour or two more than just clinic and PC meetings per week.

What experience do you bring to the position? What makes you qualified for this position? 

I love working with kids. I initially chose women's clinic to volunteer at because it is the only clinic that allows you to interact with kids. I have been a martial arts instructor at my studio for 4 years and I was primarily responsible for teaching kids. I have also babysat many kids. I can not only engage them in some fun activities while their mothers enjoy our services, but I can also help teach them things like the alphabet or simple arithmetic. I enjoy playing with kids and I would enjoy being the women's coordinator.

What ideas do you bring to your position and to the Suitcase Clinic as a whole?

The clients at women's clinic really appreciate us for our services and the mothers there especially appreciate us engaging their kids while they get a chance to relax and enjoy our services. So I plan on having activities like coloring and giving them little projects to do. I was also thinking about organizing a little easter egg hunt. Maybe they could decorate the eggs and then I would hide the eggs with some candy and do a little hunt. I was also thinking of doing some games that help the kids with things like the alphabet or numbers depending upon their ages. I think this is a very useful service that we provide to the mothers at women's clinic.

What makes you interested in the position?

Like I mentioned earlier, I am an instructor at my martial arts studio back home and I primarily teach kids. I love kids and the reason I initially chose women's clinic was because it is the only clinic where I would have the chance to interact with kids.  This position gives me a great opportunity to gain some experience holding a position at suitcase clinic while doing something I enjoy a lot – playing with kids. It will also teach me how to best deal/ interact with kids from different social and economic backgrounds. It will give me insight into what kinds of activities kids enjoy and participate in.

Is there anything else that was not included in the application that you would like us to know about?

I started suitcase clinic this semester and really enjoyed it. I wish I had started earlier and I definitely want to be involved in it even if I am not holding a position. I am applying for a position because I have more to give to suitcase clinic than just my time volunteering at clinic (although I enjoy that a lot). I am applying for both, the UGSI and this position, but unfortunately now it looks like I might have a scheduling conflict that may not allow me to be a ugsi. However, I do not have any conflicts with this position. In fact, this position allows me to resolve my scheduling conflicts while still allowing me to be just as involved in suitcase. 

